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In compliance with the duty imposed by 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.97 et. seq., the enclosed materials are brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
consideration in connection with the above-identified patent application. Applicant respectfully 
requests that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on the 
attached Form 1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Pursuant to the 
provisions of MPEP 609, Applicant requests that a copy of the 1449 form, initialed as being 
considered by the Examiner, be returned to the Applicant with the next official communication. 

The attached documents were discovered as a result of a Search Report in Applicants' 
corresponding foreign patent application. Enclosed for the Examiner's information is a copy of 
the cited documents and the Search Report. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), it is believed that no fee or statement is required with the 
Information Disclosure Statement. However, if an Office Action on the merits has been mailed, 
the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the required fees to Deposit Account No. 19- 
0743 in order to have this Information Disclosure Statement considered. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a)(2), Applicant believes that copies of cited U.S. Patents and 
Published Applications, and Non-Published Applications identifiable by USPTO Serial Number, 
are no longer required to be provided to the Office. Notification of this change to this effect was 
provided in the United States Patent and Trademark Office OG Notices dated October 12, 2004 
and October 19, 2004. Thus, Applicant has not included copies of any US Patents or US Patent 
Applications identifiable by serial number that may be cited with this submission. Should the 
Office require copies to be provided, Applicant respectfully requests that notice of such 
requirement be directed to Applicant's below-signed representative. Applicant acknowledges the 
requirement to submit copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a)(2). 

The Examiner is invited to contact the Applicant's Representative at the below-listed 
telephone number if there are any questions regarding this communication. 
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Alexendria, VA 22313-1450 on this 7 S> da y of September 2006. 
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X Return postcard. 
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X Copy of International Search Report and Written Opinion from Corresponding foreign Application No. 
PCT/US04/24275(llpgs.). 



Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-0743. 



SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH P.A. By: 
Customer Number 21186 Atty: <gt even W . 

Reg. No. 30,568 




CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail, in prt envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on this 2^ day of September, 2006. 




SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH, P.A. 

(GENERAL) 



PTC SE'C3A( 10-01) 
Approved for usa Irro^-gri 1C.31/2X2 C.V3 651-C331 
US Peertf & Trademark CZxa U S DEPARTT/S.VT CF CCV.V'ERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMCflf^rAPPLICANT 

(Use as rn^nj^eets as necesgwX 

I SEP ^ 1 * ^| 


aer ma Kcpenvcrx Keducton Ad <r lesa, no percoro ere req-j rea to resporta co a oc ecLon or ;rjcnns^on un:e=3 a cc-c -3ov; d c:/3 cc*:rc; r--r^c 

Complete if Knov/n 


Application Number 


10/630,000 


Filing Date 


July 29, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Kohler, Gary 


Group Art Unit 


3624 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 1 of 1^ ' 


Attorney Docket No: 1855.001 US1 



US PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initial * 


USP Document Number 


Publication 
Date 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of cited Document 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 




US-2003/0009403A1 


01/09/2003 


Sapp, N. C. 


06/1 4/2002 




US-2003/0191725A1 


1 0/09/2003 


Ratliff, R. M., et al. 


03/26/2003 




US-2003/0225600A1 


1 2/04/2003 


Slivka, D. M., et al. 


09/24/2002 




US-5,191,523 


03/02/1 993 


Whitesage, M. D. 


11/06/1989 




US-6,366,891 


04/02/2002 


Feinberg, D. A. 


04/07/2000 



OTHER DOCUMENTS - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 

publisher, city and/or country where published. 


r 






"International Search Report and Written Opinion for Application No. 
PCT/US04/24275, date mailed August 4, 2006", 1 1 pages 





DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER 



Substitute erasure Stammers Form (PTO-1449) 

• EXAMINER: Vrjsal. .1 reference ccrtscrJererJ. whether or not citafon is in conformance w£h r/.PEP 609. Dra.v Cne through atatin if ran tn conformance and rcl centered, tnctude copy of this form wliti next ccmrzztczZm to 

applicant i Applicant's unique ataSw des&nalion rturnber (optional) 2 ApjCcarU is to place a check mar* here if Englsh language Trans^on is alached 



